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Session 1: The Future

Mike Volker 
Innovation Office 
Simon Fraser University

Innovation is the key to growthInnovation is the key to growth

Talent: 
Universities
R&D Orgs
Students EcosystemStudents
Inventors

Entrepreneurs are the Champions of InnovationEntrepreneurs are the Champions of Innovation

Ecosystem 
Resources
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Innovation EcosystemInnovation Ecosystem
Angels

Mentors

Students, dropouts

Entrepreneur

I b
Incentives

Crowdfunding

VCs?

Incubators

Industry Orgs

Barriers

Rob Wiltbank, Willamette Univ, Oregon
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Local Success StoriesLocal Success Stories

�� Name a few recent exitsName a few recent exits�� Name a few recent exits…..Name a few recent exits…..

UniversitiesUniversities

Typical Tech Transfer (licensing) is outTypical Tech Transfer (licensing) is out

Business & Entrepreneurship is inBusiness & Entrepreneurship is in
(can create a big part of the ecosystem)(can create a big part of the ecosystem)
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Angel Types

Ch b A l A h lCherubs Angels Archangels
$$: little                modest                  tons
Time: some               lots                       others
Style: pooling           co-investing          VC

Equity Crowdfunding is comingEquity Crowdfunding is coming

Still ILLEGAL in many countriesStill ILLEGAL in many countries

Pros:Pros: Cons:Cons:

More investorsMore investors More losers More losers 

More opportunitiesMore opportunities More ScamsMore Scams

More winnersMore winners More failures (learningMore failures (learning
experiences) experiences) 

It’s coming for sure!It’s coming for sure!

Can we do it right?Can we do it right?
(yes, we can!)(yes, we can!)
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The Future?The Future?

Mik ’ f l di tiMike’s fearless predictions:

- Trend towards pooling, angel funds, co-investing
- Equity Crowdfunding is coming
- Governments will play (can’t afford not too)

(it is, after all, a numbers game)

Bottom Line: It’s all good!

Contact Info:Contact Info:

http://mikevolker comhttp://mikevolker comhttp://mikevolker.comhttp://mikevolker.com

((mike@volker.orgmike@volker.org))

+1+1--604604--644644--1926 (Canada)1926 (Canada)
+61+61--404404--161161--451 451 (Australia)(Australia)


